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Major General Timothy McOwan, AO, DSC, CSM

Head Australian Defence Staff (Washington) 
and Australian Defence Attaché to The United States of America
Major General McOwan assumed duties as the Head of Australian Defence Staff (Washington) and the Australian Defence Attaché to the United States of America on January 6, 2011. 
A native of Ararat Victoria, Major General McOwan enlisted into the Army in 1976 and gained his commission from the Royal Military College, Duntroon in 1980.

Major General McOwan’s career assignments include: regimental appointments with the 1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (1 RAR) and the Special Air Service Regiment (SASR), service with the Rifle Company Butterworth in Malaysia, secondment to the headquarters commanding the British SAS and the Special Boat Service (HQDSAS), Commander of the Australian Service Contingent for Operation MAZURKA and the Force Assistant Chief of Staff with the Multi National Force and Observers in Sinai, Egypt and service in the Arabian Gulf as a member of the US Central Command led Coalition Headquarters.   
Assuming command of the Special Air Service Regiment in January 1999 he commanded Joint Task Force (JTF) 504 during Operation SPITFIRE, the Special Operations component of INTERFET during Operation WARDEN and JTF 643 the Australian Defence Force Counter Terrorism Task Force in support of the Sydney Olympics during operation GOLD. He led the lodgment of the Special Operations Task Force in Afghanistan in 2005 during Operation SLIPPER.

Other assignments include: Command and Staff College at Fort Queenscliff, Staff Officer Operations (G5) Directorate of Operational Support in Army Headquarters, Staff Officer Plans (SOJ5) and the inaugural Chief of Staff of Headquarters Special Operations (HQSQ), Director Strategy and International Engagement in Army HQ, Chief of Staff Plans (J5) in Joint Operations Command, Deputy Special Operations Commander, Special Operations Command Australia and the Chief of Defence Force Liaison Officer to the US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Pentagon.
As a general officer, he served as Commander Special Operations Command prior to taking up the appointment as the Head of Australian Defence Staff Washington and Australian Defence Attaché to the United States.
Major General McOwan’s academic achievements include a Bachelor of Arts (Military Studies), a Graduate Diploma in Management, a Graduate Diploma in Defence Studies, a Master in Business Administration and a Master of Arts in Strategic Studies.  He is a graduate of Command and Staff College, the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, the John F Kennedy Senior Executives in National and International Studies and the Harvard Club of Australia Leadership Program. 
Major General McOwan was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) for leadership in the field of operations and for the capability development of Australian Special Forces, the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) for command and leadership during Operation WARDEN and the Conspicuous Service Medal (CSM) for operational service during Operation MAZURKA.

Major General McOwan is married to Dominica and they have two adult children; Johannah and Sam.
